






PUBLIC PROGRAMMING PARTNERSHIPS & ART EDUCATION CONT’D

OPOKAA’SIN ACTIVITY
Mar 8 & 20, 2017
Opokaa’sin Child Development Centre, Lethbridge
ULethbridge Art Gallery hands-on art activity for the 
First Nations child after-school program.

Image: Art Camp leader Daisy Graham with campers, 
Summer, 2016.



COLLECTIONS
The Art Gallery staff undertook two major conservation projects 
in the past year.  Assisted by STEP summer student, Grace 
Wirzba, staff worked on the outdoor sculpture in the 
Papokan Sculpture Park. The project included 
condition reporting each of the twelve sculptures 
and creating a future maintenance plan 
to assure the care and conservation of 
the campus-wide park.  As well, the 
de-installation of Michael Snow’s 
The Audience from the University 
of Lethbridge Atrium has been a 
significant undertaking for the staff. 
The sculptures were returned to our 
storage facilities and Art Gallery staff 
and interns worked to condition 
report, clean and conserve each 
individual work. Work continues 
as The Audience is slotted to be 
re-installed later in 2017.  

uLethbridge Art Gallery completed 
our database upgrade by 
launching the public component of 
our electronic database, eMuseum.

ACQUISITIONS 2016-17
In 2016 uLethbridge Art Gallery 
acquired a series of 8 sculptures and 
1 work on paper made by 8 Canadian 
sculptors. The was made to celebrate 
the life of a young Lethbridge artist, David 
Lanier, who passed away in 1990. Sale of the 
sculpture editions went towards the memorial 
“Big Hat No Cattle”  scholarship at NSCAD. The 
sculptors were Glen McKinnon, Catherine Ross, 
Dennis Gill, Robin Peck, Wanda Ellerbeck, John 
McEwen, Thierry Delva, and John Greer. 

Also in 2016 the gallery acquired a drawing by Kamloops artist, 
Donald Lawrence.

In summary, the gallery acquired 10 objects by 9 contemporary 
Canadian artists in 2016.

In 2017 uLethbridge Art Gallery acquired 10 
watercolour works on paper by local artist Karen 

Brownlee. 

Image: Museum Studies Intern Grace Wirzba cleans a 
Michael Snow sculpture for re-installation in the Centre 
for Arts Main Atrium.



COLLECTIONS CONT’D

COLLECTIONS INTERNS
Fall 2016: Kirsten Meiszenger, 
Grace Wirzba, Elise Pundyk 
Winter 2017: Sheila Shaw

ACQUISITIONS 2016
Total objects acquired: 10
Created by Canadian artists:  10 
Created by Albertan artists: 3

ACQUISITIONS 2017 
Total objects acquired: 10 objects 
Created by Canadian artists:  10 
objects 
Created by Albertan artists: 1
Created by International artists: 0 
objects 

IN-HOUSE EXHIBITIONS 
COMPILED FROM THE 
PERMANENT COLLECTION
APR 2016 - MAR 2017
Post No Bills
May 6 – Aug 19, 2016  
Imagined Space: Abstract Art from 
the Canadian Prairies
Jun 1 – Aug 18, 2016

Total collection shows: 2
Total collection works shown: 44
Total local collection works shown: 8 
Total Albertan works shown: 9 
Total Canadian works shown: 31 
Total international works shown: 10
Total Canadian Artists: 17 
Total International artists:  10

 LOANS
University of Toronto, 2016 - Jul 2017: 

1 work by Eric Cameron
Esker Foundation, Jan - May 2016: 

2 works by Jack Bush 
McMichael, Jun 2016 - Jan 2017: 

2 works by Jack Bush
SAAG, Jan - Apr 2017: 

1 work by Jeffrey Spalding

EXTERNAL EXHIBITIONS 
COMPILED FROM THE 
PERMANENT COLLECTION 
APR 2016 - MAR 2017
Total works shown: 6 
Total local works: 1 
Total Albertan works: 2 
Total Canadian works: 6
Total Canadian artists: 3

Image: Museu Studies Interns Elise Pundyk and Grace 
Wirzba talking to the media about their co-curated 
show “Looking Back / Looking Forward”.



ADMINISTRATIVE HIGHLIGHTS
uLethbridge Art Gallery accessed some new grant funding in the 
past year: we received our first Exhibition Circulation Fund 
grant from the Department of Canadian Heritage with 
$15,000 to support bringing in the touring exhibition 
Mi’kwite’tmn (Do You Remember) and we received 
a Summer Training Employment Program 
(STEP) grant to hire a summer student, Grace 
Wirzba, to assist with collections projects. 

The Alberta Foundation for the Arts 
(AFA) implemented a new cap on the 
Post-Secondary grant and thus our 
funding from the AFA went down 
to $25,000 – a cut of $10,000 from 
the previous year. The Canada 
Council for the Arts postponed 
implementing their new programs 
and thus our operating grant 
from them continued at the same 
amount for an extra year.

uLethbridge Art Gallery received 
an AFA Cultural Relations Grant of 
$25,000 to prepare the exhibition 
The Sleeping Green: no man’s land 
100 years later for a tour to the 
Canadian Cultural Centre in Paris 
followed by several venues in Canada. 
As well the Art Gallery received $3,500 
with our first grant from the Strategic 
Research Fund, uLethbridge’s Office of 
Research Services to support this exhibition 
and the production of a publication. 

Total amount of grant funding:  $117,006
Total visits to the Main Gallery: 18,896
Total participation in activities: 3,703
Total attendance at all exhibitions and events: 38,273

STAFF
Permanent and contract staff:

Director/Curator: Josephine Mills
Administrative Manager: Jon Oxley

Registrar: Juliet Graham
Gallery Technician: Chad Patterson 

Preparator/Assistant Curator: David Smith
Curatorial Assistant: Andrea Kremenik 

Public Programmer: Maria Madacky 
Gallery Assistant: Kirsten Meiszinger

Public Program Assistants: Michelle 
Sylvestre, Deserae Yellow Horn and 
Grace Wirzba

 

Image: Eric Dyck, 50, 2017. For the exhibtion “50”  held 
in the Helen Christou Gallery to celebrate the University 
of Lethbirdge’s 50th anniversary..



PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES
The University of Lethbridge holds the most comprehensive 
collection of Nicholas de Grandmaison’s artwork and 
consequently received a request for images and content 
from the Russian Art Magazine ЗОЛОТАЯ ПАЛИТРА 
or Zolotaya palitra (Golden Palette)-who wanted 
to dedicate an entire issue to the artist. The 
Art Gallery contributed an essay titled, 
“Portraits from the West: Nicholas de 
Grandmaison’s Role in Canadian Art 
History” written by Curatorial Assistant 
Andrea Kremenik. The essay explores 
the Russian born artist’s career in 
the context of Canadian history and 
includes numerous images from 
the University of Lethbridge Art 
Collection and Archives.  

Kremenik, Andrea. “Portraits 
from the West: Nicholas de 
Grandmaison’s Role in Canadian 
Art History.” In ЗОЛОТАЯ ПАЛИТРА 
Zolotaya palitra (Golden Palette) 
#2, 2016. Edited by Tatiana 
Solomennaya (Moscow: Golden 
Palette Russian Art Magazine, 2016), 
39-45.

Juliet Graham is a member of 
the Canadian Association for the 
Conservation of Cultural Property.  

Josephine Mills is a member of the Canadian 
Art Museums Directors Organization.

UNDERGRADUATE MUSEUM STUDIES INTERNS GAINING 
COURSE CREDIT FOR WORK AT THE ULETHBRIDGE ART 

GALLERY:
Mav Adecer

Kirsten Meiszinger
Elise Pundyk 

Sheila Shaw
Grace Wirzba

GRADUATE STUDENT
Maria Madacky started a Ph.D. and 
continued providing public programs 
as part of her Graduate Assistantship 
funding. As well, she began 
developing programs with New 
Canadians as part of her planned 
Ph.D. research.

MEMBERS OF THE ART 
GALLERY ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE:
Standing members
Chris Horbachewski, Vice-President 
Advancement (Chair of the 
committee)

Ed Jurkowski, Dean, Faculty of Fine 
Arts

Term members
Bruce McKay

Ted Stilson  

Image: Cover of Russian magazine “ЗОЛОТАЯ ПАЛИТРА” 
[trans. Zolotaya palitra (Golden Palette)] #2, 2016 with 
conribution from Collections Assistant Andrea Kremenik. 
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