












PUBLIC PROGRAMS CONT’D

JANUARY 2018
Coffee’s On 				    Main Gallery
The Drawing Bar			   Main Gallery
Culture Vulture 			   Main Atrium
Knit ‘n’ Knatter			   Main Gallery

FEBRUARY 2018
The Drawing Bar			   Main Gallery
Family PlayDay			   Centre for Sport 
					     & Wellness 
Knit ‘n’ Knatter			   Main Gallery

MARCH 2018
Knit ‘n’ Knatter			   Main Gallery
The Drawing Bar			   Main Gallery
Culture Vulture			   Main Atrium
Coffee’s On 				    Main Gallery		

Public Programming Partnerships & Art Education

Word-on-the Street		  Sept 23, 2017		
Lethbridge Public Library
ULethbridge Art Gallery hands-on art activity for 
all ages, in conjunction with this popular annual 
multi-agency family event sponsored by the city 
library. Promotes literacy among the community. 

En Plein Air Reception		  Dec 1, 2017			 
Penny Building Gallery
Partnership with the Faculty of Fine Arts to offer an 
off-campus art reception. Featuring works by local 
artists. 

Family PlayDay			   Feb 19, 2018 
Centre for Sports & Wellness
Partnership with uLethbridge - campus-wide art, 
science and sport activities, free to the general 
public, in conjunction with Family Day.

Social Justice Symposium 	 September 21, 2018 	
Markin Hall
Participated in School of Liberal Education’s event 
to connect people on and off campus with activist 
ideas and actions in Lethbridge.

Private Tours
Additionally, art gallery staff provided special tours 
for community groups, classes, and VIP guests. This 
year we hosted such people as the U of L Board 
of Govenors, the Sik-ooh-koyoki Youth Group, 
International U of L students, and Her Imperial 
Highness Princess Ayako of Takamado.

Image: Artist easels at En Plein Air at the Coutt’s 
Centre in  Nanton, AB, June 2018.



COLLECTIONS
The art gallery staff was incredibly busy behind the 
scenes as we prepared to take in a major bequest 
of art work, but were not able to be public about 
the acquisition. With renovations complete in the 
Atrium of University Hall, we were able to return 
Michael Snow’s working model of The Audience to 
public display.

LOANS
Venue: SAAG 
Exhibition: The Last Art College: Nova Scotia 
College of  Art and Design 1968 – 1978 
Curator: David Diviney 
Feb 18 - Apr 16, 2017
1 work by Albertan Canadian Artist

Venue: Art Gallery of Windsor
Exhibition: BAXTER&FOOD
Jaclyn Meloche 
May 27 - Oct 1, 2017
2 works by Canadian Artist 

Venue: Audain Art Museum
Exhibition: Stone and Sky
Darrin Martens 
Nov 11, 2017 - Feb 26, 2018
10 works by 9 Canadian artists; 2 Albertan artists
 
Venue: Dalhousie University Art Gallery 
Exhibition: The Footsteps of Art: Arthur Lismer and 
the Halifax Explosion
Oct 13 - Dec 17, 2017
1 work by Canadian artist Arthur Lismer 

ACQUISITIONS JAN - DEC 2017
TOTAL OBJECTS ACQUIRED

127
CREATED BY CANADIAN ARTISTS

98 
CREATED BY ALBERTAN ARTISTS

33
CREATED BY INTERNATIONAL ARTISTS

29 Image: Jon Oxley, 
David Smith, 
Juliet Graham, 
and contractors 
reinstall Michael 
Snow maquettes in 
U of L Main Atrium, 
November 2017.



ADMINISTRATIVE HIGHLIGHTS
There were major changes for the art gallery’s 
grant funding at both the provincial and federal 
level.  We had our first successful grant under the 
new program at the Alberta Foundation for the 
Arts (AFA): we received $24,180 for The Everyday 
Future, an exhibition and public-site project with 
José Luis Torres. Our operating funding with the 
Canada Council for the Arts held steady and we 
continued at $50,000 for the next 3 years for a total 
of $150,000.  We also received a STEP (Summer 
Temporary Employment Program) grant  to hire 
Grace Wirzba as a Gallery Assistant from June 1 
until August 25, 2017. 

Her duties included the following:
o   Assisted with setting up Art Camp
o   Assisted with cleaning and repairing, sizing, 
planning Michael Snow installation
o   Commenced Papokan Sculpture Park condition 
assessment
o   Operated some Gallery public programs, and 
planned for Culture Vulture
o   Attended En Plein Air and Coutts Fest events
o   Assisted with preparations for Ed Pien’s 
exhibitions & events for August and September
o   Art Camp clean-up

The contract position of Curatorial Assistant was 
made permanent and we were delighted to hire 
Andrea Kremenik as an on-going member of the 
gallery team.

Total Main Gallery attendance: 16,964
Total touring exhibitions attendance: 6,982
Total Art Gallery programs participation: 4,051
Total exhibitions and events attendance: 39,032

Image: Her Imperial Highness Princess 
Ayako of Takamado, Japan tours the Main 
Gallery, 2018.



STAFF
Permanent and contract staff:
Director/Curator: Josephine Mills
Administrative Manager: Jon Oxley
Registrar: Juliet Graham
Fine Arts Technician: Chad Patterson 
Preparator/Assistant Curator: David Smith
Curatorial Assistant: Andrea Kremenik 
Public Programmer: Maria Madacky 
Gallery Assistant: Kirsten Meiszinger

Public Program Assistants: Michelle Sylvestre, 
Deserae Yellow Horn, Grace Wirzba, and Angeline 
Simon

The Career Focus program enabled the contract 
extension of Gallery Assistant, Kirsten Meiszinger 
for May 1 – Nov 21, 2017. The program provides 
wage reimbursement, mentoring and support 
to recent graduates to help gain experience and 
improve their professional portfolio. Career Focus is 
funded in part by the Government of Canada. 

Professional Activities:
.......

Juliet Graham is a member of the Canadian 
Association for the Conservation of Cultural 
Property (or CAC) and she presented a paper at 
their 43rd annual conference in Regina from June 
8 – 10, 2017. Her paper addressed work on the 
Papokan sculpture park on the U of L campus 
which includes 12 outdoor sculptures; some have 
been installed for more than 25 years. This paper 
was about the development of a maintenance plan 
for these works that will be easily implemented 
on an annual basis. Case studies examined some 
of the challenges of working with large scale and 

outdoor works. The project provided a learning 
opportunity for museum studies students to learn 
more about collection surveys, condition reporting, 
photography of site specifi c sculpture and project 
planning. 
Josephine Mills is a member of the Canadian Art 
Museums Directors Organization.

Graduate Student: Maria Madacky is a Ph.D. 
student who provides public programs as part of 
her Graduate Assistantship funding. As well, she 
develops programs with New Canadians as part of 
her planned Ph.D. research.

Members of the Art Gallery Advisory Committee:
Standing members
Chris Horbachewski, Vice-President Advancement 
(Chair of the committee)
Ed Jurkowski, Dean, Faculty of Fine Arts
Term members
Bruce McKay
Ted Stilson

Image: Public Program Assistants Grace Wirzba and 
Michelle Sylvestre on You Are Here nature walk, 
October, 2017.
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